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with those with whom it is forbidden. It shall go well with a man if he is bitten (in a
dream) by a leech, a serpent, or a lizard. Favorable also is the use of curds, milk, ghee,
spirits, and meat; also if a man, simultaneously with the sight of bloody human flesh, is
wrapt up in entrails, at the same time eating the head and members, O king. All
bright colors in a dream tend to increase prosperity; (yet) objectionable are cotton
cloth, salt, and bones, along with ashes. Mounting of asses, camels, buffaloes, and
withered trees shall be (regarded as) inauspicious, and the sight of camels and apes.
The drinking of oil, honey, and mercury in a dream is objectionable, and the eating of
rice, of sesame meal, and of sesame seeds. All dark colors are unfavorable when seen hi
a dream, except a god, a cow, a city, musk, and sapphire gems. So since you have seen
a dream of the unfavorable class, having mounted upon a buffalo, you must institute
a great propitiatory rite. Beyond this, you know best." [46]
Hearing their words he began a great propitiatory rite. He gave to the brahmans
as much as they wisht of cattle, land, sesame-grain, and money. And opening the
door-panels of his treasure-houses, filled with riches, the righteous king proclaimed far
and wide over the earth, for the space of seven days: " Whatever wealth anyone wishes,
let him take it to his heart's content." Hearing this proclamation all the people of the
country took from within the treasure-house riches as much as they desired. And up
to the end of the seventh day, there were thirteen arbudas [1,300,000,000] of money
taken from the treasure-house by the people. [56]
EIng Bhoja, if there is found in you such magnanimity as in Vikramarka, then
mount this throne of Great Indra.
Both because of what the statue said (enjoining him), and at the same time because
of the greatness of his astonishment thereat, he abandoned the throne and went into his
own inner palace.
Here ends the twenty-third story
brief recension of £8
Again a statue said: O king, listen.
Once while Vikrama was king he saw an evil dream, to this effect, that he was
mounted on a buffalo and going toward the southern quarter. Thereupon in the
morning he told it to the knowers of the Veda and the astrologers. They said:
1. "Mounting on cows, bulls, or elephants, temples, mountain-peaks, or trees;
being smeared with dung; lamentation, and a corpse, and intercourse with those
with whom it is forbidden; all this in dreams is auspicious.
And mounting on asses, buffaloes, bears, and apes is inauspicious. Bright things are
auspicious, except ashes, cotton, cowries, and heaps of bones; dark things are in-
auspicious, except elephants, horses, cows, and brahmans. So, O king, this mounting
on a buffalo means something evil. Therefore let some gold be given away, to destroy
the (effects of the) evil dream." Hearing this the king opened up his treasure-stores
for a day and a night (saying): "Let anyone take away as much as he has need of."
The statue said: 0 king, let him ascend t^s throne who has such magnanimity.
Here ends the twenty-third story

